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A role for business in river basins?
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• Stewardship: Participative co-development 

(cost-effective, risk reduction)



WAT E R     l I N F R A ST R U C T U R E     l E C O SYST E M S

Water & ecosystem benefits accounting



Online interactive river basin models
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Interactive trade-off analysis



The future: 

Co-design of river basin interventions 
and private water development

2 case-studies: 
- large regional system (UK) 
- complex ecosystem assets (Rep. Congo)



East England water utilities

• Large regional system 
with (4 utilities serving 
9.4 million customers, 
active Agri, environment 
sectors)

• Challenges: climate 
change, growth

• Utilities considering 
infrastructure expansion, 
demand management, 
and increased 
interconnectivity
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New 
reservoirs 
in Congo?

Work done for the 
IFC in 
collaboration with 
TNC, ERM, Motts 
et al.



Indigenous 
populations



Rivers with 
migratory 

fish



Ape habitat



Interactive trade-off analysis



Cost effective, efficient & inclusive 
participative approaches and tools 
enable water stewardship to scale

• Collaborative planning and decision-making of river 
basin development must become quick and cost-
effective for stewardship to scale

• Water stewardship means businesses understand 
their risks and impacts on current and future river 
basins

Julien.Harou@manchester.ac.uk


